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Introduction 

An apprenticeship levy was brought in by the UK government in April 2017.  This has led to discussions 
around developing clear career pathways for apprenticeships within the NHS, in order to support the 
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Primary and Secondary Aims from Contacting Professional Bodies 

As part of the initial scoping work, all 14 AHP professional bodies were contacted (see Appendix A for 
a list of the professional bodies and contact details). 

Primary Aim 

The primary aim of contacting the professional bodies was to establish the status of Band 4 Assistant 
Practitioners and whether they had any guidance or documentation related to the Band 4 Assistant 
Practitioner role.  This is twhether they had any guidance or documentation da 0 5] TJi 1 96.nitial scoping work, all 14 
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British and Irish Orthoptic Society 

The professional body recognises Band 4 Orthoptist Assistant Practitioner roles, although there is no 
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Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists 

The professional body recognises Band 4 Speech and Language Therapy Assistant Practitioner roles. 

There is a case study of one employee (outside of South Yorkshire) being employed in a Band 3 role, 
before undertaking a Level 4 apprenticeship, and then moving to a Band 4 role as an Assistant 
Practitioner on completion of the apprenticeship.  National Occupational Standards were undertaken, 
from Skills for Health, that were relevant to Speech and Language Therapy.  These were targeted at 
communication (CHS157), Alternative and Augmentative Communication (CHS155.2014), dysphagia 
(CHS160), and daily living (SCDHSC0344).  The competencies in physiological measurements were 
assessed on those most relevant to Speech and Language Therapy, such as calculating Body Mass 
Index, Malnutrition Universal Screening Tool, Mid-Upper Arm Circumference, and palpation of the 
swallow.  This individual then subsequently completed a top-up for a full honour’s degree, assuming 
that this was required for progression to Level 6 study for Band 5 newly-qualified practitioner status. 
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Workforce data (Secondary aim) 

Most professional bodies were not able to provide data regarding this.  One reason for this may be 
that the apprenticeship and training of Band 4 Assistant Practitioners is employer-led. 

The British and Irish Orthoptic Society explained that they do not have current workforce data on the 
numbers of Band 4 Assistant Practitioners.  Nationally, the roles are coded onto Electronic Staff 
Records differently, which makes capturing the workforce more difficult.  However, the Society plan 
to survey their profession in due course.  In Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, 
Ophthalmic Science Practitioners are utilised rather than Assistant Practitioners, due to historical 
working practices.  Ophthalmic science practitioners have an existing science degree and train over 3 
years.  This is through an Annex U5 of a Band 5 role – which equates to pay at a Band 4 grade during 
training.  Specifically, within Sheffield, there is voluntary registration of ophthalmic science 
practitioners through the Academy for Healthcare Science. 

The Institute of Osteopathy’s last census was in 2017.  At this time, one qualified Osteopath was 
working as a Band 4 Physiotherapy Assistant Practitioner, in order to develop experience of working 
within an NHS setting, and is now working as a Band 6 Osteopath.  The Institute intend to survey the 
workforce in mid-2020. 

Based on the available NHS data from the Electronic Staff Record, The Chartered Society of 
Physi



AHP Band 4 Assistant Practitioner Consultation with Professional Bodies 

 
 

Page 10 of 21 
 

Conclusion 

It is notable that there are differences between each AHP profession’s approach to Band 4 Assistant 
Practitioners.  Although, some professions do align more closely, such as Podiatry/Chiropody, 
Dietetics, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Prosthetists/Orthotists, Radiography and Speech and 
Language Therapy.  It is perhaps understandable that there is this variety, given that AHPs do include 
a diverse range of professional groups, and alignment may not always be possible. 

Consideration of alignment between the AHP professional bodies approach to Assistant Practitioners 
should still be considered.  This may be particularly important given recent NHS 
England/Improvement’s findings that AHP professions have a less structured career pathway 
compared to other professions.  Greater alignment may, therefore, ensure better career development 
for the AHP workforce as a whole.  In addition, Primary Care Networks are likely to place greater 
demand on the workforce, through the further development of Additional Roles 
Reimbursement.  Currently, this includes the following AHP roles: first contact practitioner 
physiotherapists, occupational therapists, dietitians, podiatrists, and paramedics.  This provides an 
exciting opportunity for AHPs to consider how they can work collectively to ensure the value of these 
new roles within the Primary Care Networks are optimised, within an agreed AHP career structure and 
framework. 

The landscape of apprenticeships is rapidly changing, therefore, the career pathway for Band 4 
Assistant Practitioners may change again in the near future.  In addition, it should be noted that not 
all Band 3-4 employees will wish to progress any further in their career. 
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Appendix A: Contact Details of Professional Bodies 

Allied Health Professional Body Organisation Contact Details 

British Association of Art Therapists  https://www.baat.org/ 

info@baat.org 

British Association of Drama Therapists https://badth.org.uk 

info@badth.org.uk 

British Association for Music Therapy https://www.bamt.org 

info@bamt.org 

The College of Podiatry https://cop.org.uk 

assistants@cop.org.uk 

British Dietetic Association https://www.bda.uk.com/ 

Online form 

Royal College of Occupational Therapists https://www.rcot.co.uk/ 

hello@rcot.co.uk 

College of Operating Department Practitioners https://www.unison.org.uk/at-work/health-
care/representing-you/unison-partnerships/codp/ 

office@codp.org.uk 

British and Irish Orthoptic Society  https://www.orthoptics.org.uk/ 

bios@orthoptics.org.uk 

Institute of Osteopathy https://www.iosteopathy.org/ 

enquiries@iosteopathy.org 

College of Paramedics  https://www.collegeofparamedics.co.uk/ 

membership@collegeofparamedics.co.uk 

Chartered Society of Physiotherapy https://www.csp.org.uk/ 

Online form 
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Appendix C: Approved Apprenticeship Pathways for an AHP qualification 

There are discussions around developing clear career pathways for apprenticeships.  Therefore, this 
lists the approved apprenticeships between Levels 3-7.  Note that the Level 5 apprenticeship for all 
AHPs is the generic one (see Appendix B for details). 

Allied Health 
Professional Body 

Approved Apprenticeships 

British Association of Art 
Therapists  

The Level 7 apprenticeship for Arts therapists (refers to all 3 professions) 
has been approved: 

https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-
standards/arts-

https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/operating-department-practitioner-integrated-degree/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/paramedic-degree/
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Allied Health 
Professional Body 

Approved Apprenticeships 

Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapy 

  

The Level 6 Apprenticeship degree for Physiotherapy 

https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/physiotherapist-integrated-degree/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/physiotherapist-integrated-degree/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#prosthetist
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/prosthetist-orthotist-degree/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/prosthetist-orthotist-degree/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/prosthetic-and-orthotic-technician/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/prosthetic-and-orthotic-technician/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#radiographer
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/diagnostic-radiographer-integrated-degree/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/diagnostic-radiographer-integrated-degree/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/therapeutic-radiographer-integrated-degree/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/therapeutic-radiographer-integrated-degree/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#speech
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#speech
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/speech-and-language-therapist-integrated-degree/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/speech-and-language-therapist-integrated-degree/


https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#chiro
https://cop.org.uk/assistant-practitioners/training-of-assistant-practitioners/
https://cop.org.uk/assistant-practitioners/training-of-assistant-practitioners/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#diet
https://www.bda.uk.com/practice-and-education/nutrition-and-dietetic-practice/dietetic-roles/dietetic-support-workers.html
https://www.bda.uk.com/practice-and-education/nutrition-and-dietetic-practice/dietetic-roles/dietetic-support-workers.html
https://www.rcot.co.uk/cpd-rcot
https://acwcerts.co.uk/web/framework/therapy-assistant-practitioner
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#odp
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#odp
https://www.unison.org.uk/content/uploads/2020/03/Position-Statement-on-the-roles-of-the-Perioperative-Support-Team-.pdf
https://www.unison.org.uk/content/uploads/2020/03/Position-Statement-on-the-roles-of-the-Perioperative-Support-Team-.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#paramedic
https://www.collegeofparamedics.co.uk/downloads/PEEP-Report.pdf 
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https://www.csp.org.uk/system/files/documents/2020-02/001718_policy_briefing_final.pdf
https://www.csp.org.uk/system/files/documents/2020-02/001718_policy_briefing_final.pdf
https://www.csp.org.uk/publications/optimising-capability-physiotherapy-support-workforce
https://www.csp.org.uk/publications/optimising-capability-physiotherapy-support-workforce
https://www.csp.org.uk/system/files/publication_files/001670_Mobile%201st%20Version.pdf
https://www.csp.org.uk/system/files/publication_files/001670_Mobile%201st%20Version.pdf
https://www.csp.org.uk/publications/principles-underpinning-delegation-physiotherapy-support-workers
https://www.csp.org.uk/publications/principles-underpinning-delegation-physiotherapy-support-workers
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Allied Health 
Professional Body 

Relevant Documents
 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#prosthetist
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#prosthetist
https://www.bapo.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/BAPO-Standards-Best-Practice-2018-update.pdf
https://www.bapo.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/BAPO-Standards-Best-Practice-2018-update.pdf
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/Orthotic%20Report%20%20Final%20Version_0.pdf
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/Orthotic%20Report%20%20Final%20Version_0.pdf
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/The%20future%20of%20the%20prosthetic%20and%20orthotic%20workforce%20in%20England%20-%20one%20year%20on.pdf
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/The%20future%20of%20the%20prosthetic%20and%20orthotic%20workforce%20in%20England%20-%20one%20year%20on.pdf
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/The%20future%20of%20the%20prosthetic%20and%20orthotic%20workforce%20in%20England%20-%20one%20year%20on.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#radiographer
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#radiographer
https://www.sor.org/learning/library-and-publications
https://www.sor.org/learning/document-library/education-and-career-framework-radiography-workforce
https://www.sor.org/learning/document-library/education-and-career-framework-radiography-workforce
https://www.sor.org/learning/document-library/education-and-career-framework-radiography-workforce/8-assistant-practitioners
https://www.sor.org/learning/document-library/education-and-career-framework-radiography-workforce/8-assistant-practitioners
https://www.sor.org/learning/document-library/education-and-career-framework-radiography-workforce/82-indicative-curriculum-assistant-practitioner
https://www.sor.org/learning/document-library/education-and-career-framework-radiography-workforce/82-indicative-curriculum-assistant-practitioner
https://www.sor.org/learning/document-library/education-and-career-framework-radiography-workforce/82-indicative-curriculum-assistant-practitioner
https://www.sor.org/learning/document-library/scope-practice-2013
https://www.sor.org/learning/education-accreditation/education-approval-and-accreditation
https://www.sor.org/learning/education-accreditation/education-approval-and-accreditation
https://www.sor.org/learning/trainee-assistant-practitioners


AHP Band 4 Assistant Practitioner Consultation with Professional Bodies 

 
 

Page 19 of 

of 

 

 

https://www.sor.org/sites/default/files/document-versions/final_cor_radiotherapy_radiographic_workforce_uk_census_2018_report_v2_0.pdf
https://www.sor.org/sites/default/files/document-versions/final_cor_radiotherapy_radiographic_workforce_uk_census_2018_report_v2_0.pdf
https://www.sor.org/sites/default/files/document-versions/final_cor_radiotherapy_radiographic_workforce_uk_census_2018_report_v2_0.pdf
https://www.sor.org/sites/default/files/images/cor_radiotherapy_radiographic_workforce_uk_census_2018_spreadsheet_v2.xlsx
https://www.sor.org/sites/default/files/images/cor_radiotherapy_radiographic_workforce_uk_census_2018_questionnaire.pdf
https://www.sor.org/sites/default/files/document-versions/diagnostic_workforce_census_2018.pdf
https://www.sor.org/sites/default/files/document-versions/diagnostic_workforce_census_2018.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/we-develop-policy/our-policy-on-cancer-services/non-surgical-cancer-treatments-workforce
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/we-develop-policy/our-policy-on-cancer-services/non-surgical-cancer-treatments-workforce
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#speech
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#speech
https://www.nhsemployers.org/-/media/Employers/Documents/Pay-and-reward/Speech_and_Language_Therapists.pdf?la=en&hash=2F5B442B011E58004696613ED9F3104A7F836ACF
https://www.nhsemployers.org/-/media/Employers/Documents/Pay-and-reward/Speech_and_Language_Therapists.pdf?la=en&hash=2F5B442B011E58004696613ED9F3104A7F836ACF
https://www.nhsemployers.org/-/media/Employers/Documents/Pay-and-reward/Speech_and_Language_Therapists.pdf?la=en&hash=2F5B442B011E58004696613ED9F3104A7F836ACF
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Appendix E: Membership Categories of Professional Bodies 

There are a variety of membership categories across the professional bodies.  This list provided is not 
exhaustive.  There are 5 professional bodies which do not offer membership to employees in a Band 
4 role, if they do not have qualified status. 

Professional Body 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#odp
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#odp
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#paramedic
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Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapy 

√ Student 

Associate 
student 
member 
(Apprentice) 
is the same 
price as the 
Associate 
category 

Associate 

 

X 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#prosthetist
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/#radiographer

